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WILDFIRE MITIGATION IN COLORADO

Colorado Wildfire Mitigation Program

Xcel Energy is committed to making energy work better for you. More severe weather and drier
conditions mean wildfires are a near year-round, growing threat in regions across the country,
even in areas that haven’t traditionally been wildfire prone. Wildfire preparedness and safety is
a responsibility shared by everyone, and we’re committed to a clear goal: to prevent wildfires
associated with our equipment.

Since 2020, we’ve invested millions in wildfire mitigation activities in Colorado. Our 2025 - 2027
Colorado Wildfire Mitigation integrates industry experience, incorporates evolving risk
assessment tools, and leverages new technologies to build and improve upon our existing
efforts to reduce wildfire risk.

As the risk of wildfire increases, we will continue to enhance our wildfire prevention efforts to
better protect our customers and the communities we serve.

Wildfire Risk In Colorado

We’ve created a Wildfire Risk Map for Colorado, which helps us assess risk, define Wildfire Risk
Tiers, and estimate potential for wildfire impacts more accurately. Our Wildfire Risk Map is
divided into three Risk Tiers: Tier 1 (lower risk), Tier 2 (moderate risk) and Tier 3 (higher risk).
We focus wildfire prevention and mitigation investments in higher risk (Tier 2 and Tier 3) areas.
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Our Initiatives
We’re making strategic investments and improvements that support the power grid and build resilience to prevent wildfire ignitions.

System Maintenance and Upgrades

We’re conducting enhanced maintenance and upgrading equipment and strengthening the reliability of power lines to
reduce the potential for ignitions. Our system maintenance and upgrade strategies may vary based on area and Wildfire
Risk Tier, but include targeted undergrounding, installing advanced reclosers, upgrading distribution components and
installing stronger distribution lines, inspecting and repairing overhead equipment and rebuilding transmission lines.

Preventative Measures

We continue to improve the ability of our equipment to react to wildfire risk by using Enhanced Powerline Safety
Settings (EPSS) and Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) when temperature, wind speed, relative humidity and
available fuel sources indicate an elevated or extreme risk for wildfire.
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Advanced Technologies

We’re enhancing our situational awareness — our ability to understand real-time, on-the-ground conditions — by
integrating advanced technologies, like Technosylva, Pano Al’s early wildfire detection cameras and proprietary
weather stations, to help make data-driven decisions that protect our communities. We've also onboarded a team
dedicated to supporting our wildfire risk assessment and prevention programs.

Vegetation Management

We’re improving vegetation management in higher areas, which includes trimming and clearing trees, shrubs and
other vegetation near power lines to help remove fuels that could contribute to wildfires. Our enhanced vegetation
management standards include revised tree trimming clearances of at least 10 feet, up from six feet, and removal of
overhanging vegetation, in Tier 2 and Tier 3 areas. Trimming will occur every three to five years.

First Responder and Community Outreach

Wildfire preparedness and safety is a responsibility shared by everyone. Our team regularly meets with stakeholders
in the areas we serve, and especially in high fire-risk areas, to better understand the unique needs of each community.
We’ve also stepped-up efforts to keep customers aware of our wildfire prevention work and have developed plans for
communicating with customers during periods of elevated or extreme wildfire risk.

Safety and Preparedness

We’re working hard every day to reduce wildfire threats across our service area to help keep you and your community
safe. We encourage you to update your contact information and sign up for outage notifications through My Account
or by calling 800-895-4999. We also encourage customers who depend on electricity to help manage a medical
condition plan for a backup power source in the event of prolonged power outages.

To learn more about our Wildfire Mitigation Program, including your Wildfire Risk Tier,
visit xcelenergy.com/Wildfire.

More questions? Call 800-895-4999.
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