NEW YORK BUSINESS

Want to be a 40 Under 40? Consider finding something other than a desk job
By: Aaron Elstein
November 6, 2023
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Left, Khalia Campbell; center from top, Annaleigh Ashford, Quemuel Arroyo and Mike Bosner; right, Coco Rocha. | Buck ennis


https://www.crainsnewyork.com/awards/khalia-campbell-40-under-40-2023
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Khalia
Campbell, 30

Company member, Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater

eopl arch for inspiration in all sorts of places.
P Khalia Campbell found it on a city bus
The South Bronx native remembers seeing
members of the renowned Alvin Ailey American Dan
Theater ride to work and vowed one day she'd tra
with them. She joined the company in 2018.

“It felt familiar,” she said

Dance has been a part of her since before she was
born. She started kicking whenever her father, a Prince
fan and DJ, played music next to her pregnant mother.
He died in an accident when she was 1. Her mother, a
Fairway supermarket manager, cultivated her daugh-
ter's talent, and by age 3, Campbell was on the church
dance team. At 4, she led classes wk
didn't show up on time.

Doors started opening when she landed at LaGuar-
dia High School for Music & Art and Performing Arts.
There was Dance Theatre of Harlem, a tour of Taiwan
with the musical version of Aida, The Wiz at Central
Park SummerStage and a stint with Ailey’s junior
company, among other roles. She just completed a
European tour with Ailey, and @ monthlong run at City

ter is next. The Washington Post called her work
tatuesque and

About the only thing she regrets is bypassing college
atage 18 to dance professionally.

semester short of her degree and keen
business side of the performing arts so she can bring
the stories in her mind to the stage and provide oppor-
tunities for newcomers

In her spare time, he

learn how dance can get them in tou
My purpose in life is to uplift peop

b My purpose
in life is to
uplift people.”




