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Five up-and-coming dancers share how
summer intensives shaped their careers.

BY SYLYIANE GOLD

While some dancers return year after YEAr b the same beloved summer intensive, others
wravel the globe seeking novel ways of moving. Aspiring dancers can find myriad pos-
sibilities for their summer months, and with so many choices, such varied costs and so
much cl}mp.:-;l,:ric;n, surmmear 5r|.|d:.-' ran be mug]: B PAVIZALE, Danep ."r?dg.-;zmr asloed five
rrsing 20-somechings o lonk back ar chewr intensive advenrures.

CourTeeY CELESTE SPEANS

Learning Versatility, Summer by Summer:
Couriney Celeste Spears

When Courtney Celeste Spears was young, she'd ask
her family o skip the Christmas presents: ™ Just help
me go 1o this incensive,” she'd say. As a high school
freshman in Baltimore, she go into American Baller
Thearre's Austin, Texag, program, her thrilling first time
away from home. The next summer, ABT inviced her o
Mew York r.:-il:}- o ic]:g;la:';.lr,g:-, her even-more-thrilling

MEET THE DANCERS

# Princess Grace Award winner Courtney Coleste
Speers glearmed im Ailey Il and gradusted to the
mamn Gompany m 018,

In Bddition to dancing with the Gaga-infermed Aed
in Lo Angeles, Alexander Qustell also does his
oW progcts

Hannah Fischer's Mationsl Ballet of Canaca career i3
aknlaze with plum roles in classics and new ballets,
Tyler Maloney dances in American Ballet Theatre's
corps and regularly steps out to perdorm featured
roles far Alaxei Ratmansky and others,

Gabrigfle Hamilton wowed Braadway with her
punchy yet lyrical solo in Ckfabomal, winning &
Bessia Award and a Chita Rivera Award mn the
prrb-&l:gs—u.l'l.d wad chiosen B be the eover atar of this
issue as one of Dance Magazine's " 25 to Watch.

first tme as a New Yorker "Six weels ii-pillg alane, no
chaperones — Mom, how do vou make chicken? How do
| elean?" ™ mibers. " This was my r‘i'!'aiiﬁg'[ on-the
subreray experience, the first time I'd seen Swan Lake. 5o,
0, 50, 50 grean” And she veurned in subsequent years
for intensives at Juilliard and che now-shuttered Cedar
Lake. Which meant the most to her career? She can't sav.
"‘n."e-.l:sa.t:;i-_::.: 53 d.'.nwr's ‘.-:I!ID.":glﬁl assct," _'=|1<;
declares. *Doing three different intensives allowed me

she remen

to grow in thar versatlicy. At ABT, | was in my pointe
shoes every day. Then o go 1o Juilliard, where [ didn’t
haj.-c I put on a lectard and rights and [ didn't even
:Eng my pointe shoes, and then to Cedar Lake, where
1t was so European, and we were wearing kneepads all
day —it changed the way that I dance, and the way thar I
saw dance. Three different worlds,” :



