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Jamar Roberts with
Rachael Mclaren in
Blues Suite

Jamar Roberts, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theat
DREAM ROLE: “Backwater Blues,” from Alvin Ailey’s Blues Suite

I never had a dream role until I first joined AAADT and saw Renee Robinson

nd Amos J. Machanic Jr. dance “Backwater Blues,” this amazing duet. |
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bring my ch r 10 life. We rarely get to dance together because of our

, 50 the rehearsal process was basically us laughing the
vhole time. | couldn’t have asked for a better partne
rmed the work in about two weeks, but I'd been watching it for years

nd years, so | kind of knew the steps already. There aren’t a lot of technical

stunts; it's more about two characters and h n experience. The choreog

puple is clearly having a fight. | expected
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raphy is flirtatious and fun, but the ¢
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there to be

n just eight counts! Our associate artist rector, Masazumi

portray ange

Chaya, gave us a lot of freedom to interpret the choreography our own way.
There are probably things I'm better at dancing, but this role felt so good

to me. | threw mysell into it, instead of pacing mysell, like | usually would

with a long ballet. | was so excited to just give ev 18



