
 

 

AAA’S LIST OF TOP VEHICLE FOR GROWING FAMILIES INCLUDE  

FUEL-EFFICIENT CROSSOVERS 

AAA’s top vehicles list for growing families driven by space, comfort and dependability 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va., (September 12, 2013) – AAA has released its latest list of top vehicles, 
targeting expanding families needing more room, easy handling and dependability in their next 
vehicle.  Whether looking for the practicality of a minivan to carry more cargo, or the sportier 
side of an SUV to take the team to soccer games, AAA’s list highlights a variety of vehicles 
growing families should consider during a new car search. 

“There are many options available for families needing extra cargo space or room for additional 
passengers,” says Georjeane Blumling, vice president of public affairs for AAA Tidewater 
Virginia. “A new vehicle is a major financial investment for many families. By taking steps to be 
an educated and informed buyer, you can avoid having to replace your vehicle sooner than 
expected.” 

Crossover or Sport Utility Vehicles  

Toyota Highlander: Available in various drivetrains that include a four-cylinder, V-6, and 
gasoline-electric hybrid, the Highlander delivers a large interior with a tight yet child-friendly, 
third row. The ride is quiet and comfortable and fuel economy with either the four-cylinder or 
hybrid drivetrain is very good for the class. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of the 
2013 Toyota Highlander is $34,955, 6.15 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Subaru Outback: Standard all-wheel drive and a capable four-cylinder engine working through 
a continuously variable automatic transmission set the Outback apart from its competition. In 
this case, the differences add to the Outback’s appeal. Performance is good, while fuel 
economy can be very good for the class. Although seating is limited to five, the back seat 
passengers enjoy a roomy interior while the cargo area easily stores the items growing families 
often carry. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of the 2013 Subaru Outback is 
$28,021, 7.87 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Chevrolet Equinox: A family crossover that rides nicely, handles well and has a generous rear 
seat that is perfect for growing teens and young adults. The four-cylinder engine is adequate; 
the V-6 is livelier but is nearly 20 percent less fuel efficient in AAA testing. TrueCar reports that 
the Average Paid price of the 2013 Chevrolet Equinox is $27,793, 1.78 percent less than the 
MSRP*. 

Mazda5: Mirroring a compact wagon rather than a true crossover, the Mazda5 packs a great 
deal of practicality into a small footprint. The 2.5-liter four-cylinder engine is not the most 
powerful and that can be apparent in hilly terrain or when carrying a heavy load but, it is  
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surprisingly economical and its around town performance is more than adequate. Handling is 
very good; the Mazda5 is fun to drive, though noise levels are higher than average. TrueCar 
reports that the Average Paid price of the 2013 Mazda5 is $22,047, 2.38 percent less than the 
MSRP*. 

Honda CR-V: “Practical” and “levelheaded” easily describe this crossover utility vehicle. The 
four-cylinder engine delivers more than enough power, along with respectable fuel economy. 
The passenger cabin is roomy for the compact crossover field and the cargo area in the five-
passenger CR-V can hold a wide range of family items. The ride is comfortable. Rear visibility is 
aided by the standard backup camera. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of the 2013 
Honda CR-V is $26,340, 3.12 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Dodge Durango: Offered with either a V-6 or V-8, the Durango has more room than the Jeep 
Grand Cherokee on which it is based. The stretch in both wheelbase and overall length have 
not diminished this vehicle’s ride, its silence on the highway or towing capacity. Third-row 
seating has plenty of room. While the price can quickly rise, opting for the lower, yet still well-
equipped SXT or Crew trim lines will help keep the price in line. TrueCar reports that the 
Average Paid price of the 2013 Dodge Durango is $36,567, 4.37 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Sedans 

Honda Accord: This mid-size sedan has long been a favorite of families. Its four-cylinder 
engine is powerful and economical, the handling is very good and fuel economy could 
encourage longer family road trips. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of the 2013 
Honda Accord is $25,322, 5.21 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Ford Taurus: A smooth and quiet highway ride, roomy passenger cabin and impressive trunk 
room all suggest the Taurus was designed with family use in mind. TrueCar reports that the 
Average Paid price of the 2013 Ford Taurus is $33,098, 4.90 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Hyundai Sonata: A low price in no way diminishes this model’s performance. The 2.4-liter, four-
cylinder engine delivers adequate power and very good fuel economy. The ride is pleasing and 
handling is good. The warranty is generous, too. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of 
the 2013 Hyundai Sonata is $24,023, 4.09 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Minivans  

Honda Odyssey: The Odyssey is roomy, rides comfortably, features supportive seats and has 
a first-class drivetrain. Child entertainment options include an optional built-in DVD system. 
Handling is good and maneuvering this relatively large minivan in tight parking lots is easier 
than one might imagine. TrueCar reports that the Average Paid price of the 2013 Honda 
Odyssey is $32,447, 11.44 percent less than the MSRP*. 

Chrysler Town & Country: This minivan offers a quiet and composed ride and a smooth and 
powerful V-6 engine. It stands out for its interior flexibility. The “Stow-n-Go” package allows 
quick and easy conversion from passenger to cargo hauling duties as both second and third row  
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seats stow easily into wells located in the floor. When the seats are raised and in use, those 
wells provide additional storage. Unfortunately, these folding seats fall short on comfort. 
Nonetheless, this flexibility and frequent retail discounts make the Town & Country attractive. 
Adding to its appeal are the many safety features that are available. TrueCar reports that the 
Average Paid price of the 2013 Chrysler Town & Country is $32,925, 4.11 percent less than the 
MSRP*. 

The AAA Auto Buying Tools App is available here to access information on the go. 

TrueCar, Inc. is the AAA preferred supplier for new car pricing information for the motor club. 
TrueCar is an online automotive information and communications platform focused on creating 
a better car buying experience for dealers and consumers. Consumers want a hassle-free car 
buying experience and dealers want high-quality sales velocity. TrueCar helps achieve these 
goals by providing unbiased market information on new and used car transactions and by 
supplying an online communications platform through which dealers and consumers can 
communicate with each other. TrueCar’s market-based information provides both consumers 
and dealers with an accurate and comprehensive understanding of what others actually paid 
recently for similar vehicles, both locally and nationally.   

*The Average Paid price is a proprietary mathematical calculation based on actual recent anonymized 
transaction information in your regional area, and includes destination and delivery charges after 
incentives that are subject to change, but does not include tax, title, licensing, documentation or 
processing fees, other state and governmental charges and/or fees, or any other charges or fees allowed 
by law. Your actual savings may vary based on multiple factors including the vehicle you select, region, 
dealer, and applicable manufacturer incentives. The Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) is 
determined by the manufacturer, and may not reflect the price at which vehicles are generally sold in the 
dealer’s trade area as not all vehicles are sold at MSRP. Each dealer sets its own pricing. Your actual 
purchase price is negotiated between you and the dealer. 

As part of North America’s largest motoring and leisure travel organization, AAA Tidewater Virginia 
provides its more than 325,000 members with travel, insurance, financial and automotive-related 
services. Since its founding AAA Tidewater Virginia has been a leader and advocate for the safety and 
security of all travelers.  For more information, visit AAA.com and follow us on Twitter at 
Twitter.com/AAATidewaterVA. 
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